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What is the Metropolitan Planning Commission? 

Established in 1956 by Knoxville and Knox County as the agency 
responsible for comprehensive county-wide planning and administration 
of zoning and land subdivision regulations.  

The Commission -- 
◦ Prepares and adopts a general plan 

◦ Reviews subdivision plats and site plans 

◦ Prepares and recommends development ordinances and zoning 
maps to the Knox County Commission and Knoxville City Council 

◦ Prepares and/or reviews proposed zoning amendments 

◦ Works with citizens and partner agencies to builder stronger, more 
sustainable communities 



Who is the MPC? 

MPC Staff  
Comprehensive Planning 

◦ General Plan, Sector Plans, Community Facility 
Plans, Urban Design, Special Reports 

Development Services 

◦ Customer Assistance, Rezonings, Subdivisions, 
Site Plan Review, Zoning Code Amendment, One-
Year Plan Update, Capital Improvement Plan 

Information Services 

◦ Library, Public Information, Demographic and 
Economic Data, Development Market Reports, 
Graphic Design, Website, Address Assignment, 
Computerized Mapping (GIS) 

Transportation Planning (TPO) 

◦ Transportation, Traffic Engineering, Title VI, 
Traffic Control Studies, Intermodal, Public 
Involvement 

  

Metropolitan Planning Commission  
15 members, serve 4-year terms, no 
compensation 
8 members appointed by Knox County 
Mayor, 7 by City of Knoxville Mayor 
City appointees limited to 2 consecutive 
terms 



MPC Resources 
 MPC website: www.knoxmpc.org 

◦ Agenda & minutes, Applications, Land use plans, Zoning & 
Subdivision regulations, Design guidelines, and Census  data 

◦ Meeting video archive: www.vimeo.com/channels/knoxmpc 

◦ Local Development Data 

◦ Population Data 

 Historic Zoning Commission: www.knoxmpc.org/historic 

 Downtown Design Review Board: 
www.knoxmpc.org/zoning/downtown.htm 

 Infill Housing Design Review Board: 
www.knoxmpc.org/zoning/infill.htm 

 Tennessee Technology Corridor Development Agency: 
www.knoxmpc.org/ttcda 

 Board of Zoning Appeals 

http://www.knoxmpc.org/
http://www.vimeo.com/channels/knoxmpc
http://www.knoxmpc.org/historic
http://www.knoxmpc.org/zoning/downtown.htm
http://www.knoxmpc.org/zoning/infill.htm


Comprehensive Planning 

 Long Term Perspective 
◦ 5 – 15 year horizon typical 

◦ Large areas 

◦ Less specific policies 

 

 

Development Services 

 Short Term Perspective 
◦ 1-5 year horizon 

◦ Small areas (or individual developments) 

◦ More specific standards 

 

 

  



Growth Policy Plan 



Growth Policy Plan 
Required by state law 



General Plan 2033 
Required by state law 



Sector Plans 
Comprehensive Planning 



Sector Plans – Proposed Land Use Plan 
Comprehensive Planning 



Sector Plans – Proposed Land Use Plan 
Comprehensive Planning 



Sector Plans – Development Concepts 
Comprehensive Planning 

Provides examples of the 
development that is encouraged 
or wanted in a certain area. 
 



Sector Plans – Community Facilities 
Comprehensive Planning 

Refines the countywide Park, Recreation 
and Greenways Plan based on the needs 
and opportunities within the sector. 
 
 



Sector Plans – Green Infrastructure 
Comprehensive Planning 

Natural resources 
needed for environmental, 
social and economic 
sustainability, including: 
• existing parks  
• schools  
• natural areas  
• wooded hillsides  
• lakes  
• creeks  
• existing and proposed 

greenways 
 
 



Sector Plans – Historic Resources 
Comprehensive Planning 



Sector Plans – Transportation Plan 
Comprehensive Planning 

Recommendations include: 
• Roadway improvements 
• Traffic calming 
• Sidewalk improvements 
• Bicycle facilities 
• Transit 



Land Use Designations 



Zoning 



Development Plan Review 
Development Services 



Design Guideline Administration 
Comprehensive Planning 

Development Services 

• Historic Zoning Commission 

• Downtown Design Review Board 

• Infill Housing Committee 

• Tennessee Technology Corridor 
Development Agency 



Subdivision Regulations – Final Plat 
Development Services 



Looking Ahead 
PROPOSED AND POTENTIAL PROJECTS  



Special Projects Underway or Scheduled 
Requested by City Council or County Commission  

• East County Community Plan 

• City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance Update 

• City of Knoxville Parking Ordinance Update 

• Subdivision Ordinance Update 

• City and County Walkability Policy 

• Mixed Use Zoning Standards 

• Park City Historic District Expansion, Oakwood-Lincoln 
Park Zoning Study, Ag District Revision, Minor Ordinance 
Amendments, Standards for Scenic Corridors, Northeast 
City Plan, Community Plans, ?????? 



Knoxville Parking Ordinance Update 
 Establishes a minimum and maximum number of parking spaces for all uses 

◦ Staff can reduce minimum if parking study justifies reduced parking 

◦ Maximum can be exceeded if excess on pervious pavement (up to 20% increase) 
and parking study identifies need for extra parking 

 Requires landscaping of parking areas 
◦ Perimeter and interior planting 

 Bicycle parking required 

 Provides for some pedestrian connectivity in parking areas 

 Enhanced provisions for shared parking 





Conservation Subdivision 
Option 

 Will provide an alternate approach to 
subdivision of property 

◦ Not mandatory for any property – only an 
option 

 Will require identification of primary 
conservation area and preservation of these 
areas 

◦ No future development of conservation area 

◦ Tool for assuring preservation of conservation 
areas? 

 Density bonus as incentive? 





City and County Walkability 
Policy 

 Would require sidewalk to be constructed with all new development 
◦ Individual single family and duplex structures exempt 

 Addresses timing for sidewalk construction and design standards 

 Alternatives to sidewalk construction 
◦ Greenway if shown on approved plan 

◦ Fee-in-lieu of sidewalk construction 

 Goal is to make our community more walkable and more sustainable 

 Question – pay now or pay later 
◦ Sidewalk with construction: $50-$75 per linear foot 

◦ Sidewalk retrofit: $150-$350 per linear foot 

  





Knoxville Zoning Ordinance 
Update 

 Camiros selected to assist with ordinance update 
◦ Firm based in Chicago 

◦ Completed zoning codes for Buffalo, New Orleans, Providence, Baltimore 

 Project anticipated to take approximately two (2) years 

 Work began February 1 

 MPC staff managing project 

 Comprehensive update of zoning code 

  



Guiding Principles 
 Encourage redevelopment and new development of the 
corridors leading to downtown and to adjacent 
neighborhoods.   

 Guidance for sustainable redevelopment of the corridors 
and neighborhoods while protecting the characteristics that 
define these areas  

 Address 21st century development trends that will 
encourage redevelopment of former industrial sites.   

 Provide direction for the redevelopment of older 
commercial centers, from an enclosed mall to 
neighborhood commercial areas, as dynamic areas that 
serve the community.   



Guiding Principles 
 Redevelopment of the riverfront has begun; standards and 
approaches are needed to encourage this redevelopment to 
continue.   

 Respect the integrity of Knoxville’s vibrant neighborhoods, 
providing for appropriate development that is compatible 
with the character of the neighborhoods. 

 Standards that encourage a sense of place in the 
community 

 Provide standards that are clear and easy to understand 

 Improve processes and procedures 





 Public Stakeholder Advisory Committee appointed by Mayor Rogero 
◦ 20 members 

◦ Will serve as liaison between their constituent group and staff/consultant 

◦ Will identify issues to be addressed and ensure issues are addressed 

◦ Not part of formal approval process 

 Public input meetings will be scheduled throughout the project 

 Website devoted to zoning code update being developed 

 Email contact list will be created 

 Social media will be used extensively 

  

Public Involvement 



QUESTIONS? 
Gerald Green, AICP 
Executive Director 
(865) 215 – 3758  
Gerald.green@knoxmpc.org 


